
Dear parents and staff of Sage and Forge International Schools,

I hope you are all well. Our teachers, staff, school nurses and counselors are 
working incredibly hard to ensure that your children have excellent learning 
experiences in a safe and nurturing school. We appreciate everything you are 
doing at home to keep your families healthy during this pandemic. Your efforts 
directly contribute to our ability to maximize the number of students learning 
and growing with their teachers and friends. We are halfway through the year and are grateful
that your children have been learning in-person with their teachers. An enriching learning
experience and personal connections are incredibly important. 

Sage and Forge are special places. Our mission compels us to ensure we have an “inclusive
International Baccalaureate learning community.” We believe that our approach to college and
career preparatory education is a great fit for most children and families. We also believe that
our curricular framework offers all children chances to shine, learn and grow in multiple ways.
All of our students study a second language, engage in the arts, study mathematics and
literature, hone their writing skills in every subject, learn to present their ideas supported by
facts, grapple with the experimental sciences, consider the arc and lessons of history and
develop their ability to conduct research in every subject - all while working and collaborating
with others.

We are entering re-enrollment and lottery season. Through the month of February, families
across the Valley will start to consider options for their children for the upcoming school year.
Word of mouth is essential and we’d love your help in spreading the word by reaching out to
others you feel may benefit from our schools. We sincerely value each of our families and
want you to stay with Sage and Forge. Please reach out to our schools’ leaders or our
registrars if you have questions or need assistance. Sage’s registrar can be reached at
gloria.merriam@sageintl.org and Forge’s registrar can be reached at arin.jeffs@forgeintl.org. 

We look forward to collaborating with you. We are committed, over the next months, to
reaching out through information sessions, surveys, parking lot conversations, and parent-
teacher conferences to help ensure our schools and our families are connected and moving
forward together.

All the best,

Andy Johnson
Executive Director
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A NOTE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ANDY JOHNSON:

OUR MISSION:OUR MISSION:OUR MISSION:     Forge International School 
engages students within an

inclusive international learning community,
challenging all members to take risks and contribute

locally and globally through open-minded inquiry.

You can read about our Enrollment
and Lottery process for new-to-Forge

families HERE, we welcome you to 
share with your friends!

Lottery application closes
March 14th, with the draw

occuring on the 17th at 11:00
AM in the Forge gym!

mailto:gloria.merriam@sageintl.org
mailto:arin.jeffs@forgeintl.org
http://forge.sageintl.org/enrollment_at_forge/enrollment_information


If your child is feeling uneasy about trying something, encourage them to attempt it 

Set short-term goals. Consider activities that push your child out of their comfort zone.
Encourage them to offer their opinion, spend time learning a new activity, try a different food,
learn a new game or even to spend time with someone they don't usually spend time with.
Explain the difference between being a risk-taker (trying new things) and engaging in dangerous
activities.
Ask, "What's the hard part?" to identify the challenge and brainstorm ways to fix it.

Hello, Forge families!
Our learner profile attribute of the month is                       : 

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work 
independently and creatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. 
We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change. With this 
learner profile attribute, I show TOLERANCE and respect for the differences of others.

Classes will have their monthly recognition assembly on Thursday, February 17. 

How can parents help to develop students who are Risk-Takers at home?

       and have them reflect on how it felt.

Re-enrollment for current Forge students will begin next week! We are so excited to have your
student as part of our Forge community, and look forward to having them back next year! Our
Registrar Arin Jeffs will be emailing directions, and re-enrollment will be open from February 7th-
18th. This is required for all returning Forge students, and during this process you will also be able to
register siblings in the lottery that you would like to attend Forge next year. 

Our 2022-23 Enrollment Lottery is OPEN to families NEW to Forge and active on our website.
Please share our wonderful school with your friends and family whom you feel would be a great
philosophical match with our school. We will be holding an Information session on Wednesday,
March 2nd at 5PM that we would love for anyone interested to attend!  

Feb 7-18 - Re-enrollment and sibling
lottery window
Feb 12 - PTO pancake breakfast 9AM
Feb 21-25 - Winter Break, No School!
March 2 - Forge Info night 6PM
March 17 - Lottery draw

Mark  your Calendar:
February in the
Forge Kitchen:

Other than school- wide emails
and newsletters, our website is

the best resource for general info
about Forge. You can also find us

on Facebook and Instagram! 

STAY CONNECTED!

A NOTE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL, DARCI STELZNER:

Breakfast Menu
Lunch Menu

The 2022 Forge Career Day will be held on Thursday, March 31st. Last year's
Career Day was a huge success thanks to our wonderful support from our

PTO, our Forge Parent volunteers, local businesses, and community support.
We need YOU to keep this going, you're an integral part of our community.
Without volunteers and local support, we could not do this! We need YOUR

experiences! We are looking for a handful of volunteers (3-8 guests) to share
their profession with our 3rd-5th grade students.

Career Day is Coming!

We are also looking for a group of volunteers to participate in our Middle School/High School
Financial Life Planning Simulation, “Reality Town.” If you have any questions or would like to get

further information, please contact school counselor Joy Kaplan (208) 244-0577 ex. 140, or email at
joy.kaplanrood@forgeintl.org.

Risk TakerRisk TakerRisk Taker

Feb 3 - Forge Spelling Bee

https://www.instagram.com/forgeintlschool/
https://www.facebook.com/forgeintlschool
http://forge.sageintl.org/
http://forge.sageintl.org/enrollment_at_forge
http://forge.sageintl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/forgeintlschool
https://www.instagram.com/forgeintlschool/
http://forge.sageintl.org/parents/nutrition_services/february_breakfast_menu/
http://forge.sageintl.org/parents/nutrition_services/february_lunch_menu/


Nurse Blew's Health Corner: 
I want to thank parents as well as students for being so helpful with our goal of 
continuing in-person classes. We have accomplished this by monitoring our student 
and staff illnesses as well as possible, staying home when sick, and returning to 
masking indoors. I greatly appreciate your good communication with me, as well 
as the rest of your Forge Team. We must work as a team, with the students and parents being the
most important members. I know that it gets very confusing when trying to figure out the newest
guidelines for Covid protocols, as well as other illness protocols. 

Also, please talk to your child about being very open and honest about how they are feeling. The
most difficult part of school nursing is differentiating between “I just want to go home”,  “I feel sick
because I’m stressed”, and true illness. If they are stressed or extremely tired, sometimes a little
rest in my office is just what they need! Some students are good at expressing that, and I
encourage them to feel free to be open with me. Thank you again, we’ll get through this! 

Lorinda Blew 
RN, BS

We appreciate your support, whether it’s $10 or
$5,000! Each and every donation helps us reach
our goal and is entitled to generous tax benefits.
For example, you can receive a dollar-for-dollar

Idaho Tax Credit for 50% of the amount you
donate to Forge! (Credit limited to $1,000 if filing

jointly.) So if you donate $100, it only actually
costs you $50! 

 

You can click HERE to support our amazing
school, students, and staff! Thank you for

considering a donation to Mind the Gap, and the
Future of Forge!

Thank you to those that have donated toward
our Mind the Gap Annual Forge Fundraising
Campaign!  As a non-profit school of choice,

Forge does not receive any funding from local
tax dollars. As a supporter, YOU can help us

Mind the Gap between the funding we receive
from the state and federal government, and the

actual cost of operating our awesome school.
This year we estimate that need to be $40,000,

which amounts to about $100 per student.

Each school uses the CDC recommendations as a “guide”, and then adjusts them as
needed to meet the needs of their student population. This may require different
guidelines, and each family has their own special circumstances as well. So please
feel free to email or call me with any questions regarding illness protocols. If I don’t
know the answer, I will find it. We just want to do what is best for your child, as well
as other students and staff. If there is ever a question of Covid exposure or illness
on a Sunday night or Monday morning, please keep them home until we are able to
communicate with you about it. 

Mind the Gap
PTO Pancake Feed! 

Saturday Feb 12th 9:00 AM
$5.00/Plate includes 3 pancakes, eggs, 2

sausage links, and a cup of orange juice or
coffee! There will also be a FULL Gluten

Free Station. We hope to see you there for
this FUN first annual event!

https://forgestore.square.site/
https://forgestore.square.site/


significant growth on our recent MAP tests and 20 students lauded for their work in Spanish
class, were all recognized at our end-of-month awards ceremony on January 27 pictured below. 

The MYP Blog, Bonfire at Forge, has been resurrected as a way of communication with our
Forge community about all things MYP. The first few posts for the 2021-22 school year focus on
IB and MYP terminology (Learner Profile, ATLs, assessment), as well as Toddle information. It will
be updated regularly; please check it out! Let Lisa Marshall, MYP Coordinator, know if you have
suggestions for topics you’d like to see featured in the blog (lisa.marshall@forgeintl.org).  

Sixth grade Lang & Lit students participated in
a Living Wax Museum as a summative
assessment for their Greek Mythology unit, for
which they researched a character from
Ancient Greece or Greek Mythology and wrote
a one-minute monologue from the perspective
of that character. They delivered these
monologues, in costume and with a prop, for
parents, staff, and other students, in a
museum-style display. 

The MYP recognized 35 of our highest
academic achievers with a pancake breakfast
on January 26 during first period. These 35
students, along with 63 students who showed 

Wow! We have come so far in our 2.5 years as a school and in our
candidacy work with the I.B. We are very excited to have reached the final
step in this authorization process. This week on February 1 and 2 we will
be having our Virtual Verification Visit with the I.B. The aim of this visit is
for the team from the I.B. to see all of the aspects of the program we have
put in place over the past 2.5 years. They will listen to our stories,
celebrate our highlights, and look for ways they can support us in further
developing our PYP program. 

Over the course of the two-day visit, two Visiting Team members, Mary
Helen and Mondrea, will be spending time with our leadership, teachers,
parents, and students via Zoom. They will be spending time virtually in
classrooms and also holding conversations and meetings. We are really
looking forward to this opportunity and furthering our progress toward
becoming an Authorized IB World School! 

PYP (K-5) at ForgePYP (K-5) at Forge

MYP (6-9) at ForgeMYP (6-9) at Forge

https://bonfireatforge.edublogs.org/
mailto:lisa.marshall@forgeintl.org


Calling all 4th Graders! 
You're invited to the       Snow School Experience
What: Opportunity to spend the school day at Bogus 
Basin snowshoeing and learning about our community’s 
water supply through the Winter Wildlands Alliance! 
When: March 17, 2022 8:30-3:50pm
More details and permission slip can be found HERE.

Both our Boys Middle School Basketball teams have been doing so
well, thank you to all who have come to games to support them!
They are having a lot of fun, come cheer on our teams at their
upcoming games!February 2nd - @ TVCA 

 4:15 (B Team) & 5:15  (A
Team)
February 7th - Home vs
Wilder - 4:15 (B Team) &
5:15 (A Team)
February 14th - @
Riverstone - 4:00 (B
Team) & 5:00 (A Team)
February 16th - Home vs
Village Charter - 4:30 (A
Team) & 5:30 (B Team)

Forge Snow Team!Forge Snow Team!

Boys BasketballBoys Basketball

FORGE EXPEDITIONS WINTER OPPORTUNITIES WITH COORDINATOR MEGAN FURIOUS:

We are having a blast with the Bogus Basin Ski
Education Foundation, and competing with other kids
in the area! They have these upcoming races, come
check them out:

Race #5 - Saturday, February 5th
Race #6 - Saturday, February 12th 
High School Dotty Clark - Thursday, February 17th 
Middle School Dotty Clark - Friday, February 18th 

As of now, the Forge Snow team is in 11th place
in the small schools ranking! Great job!

place here at Forge. SoleKIDs runners will
train twice a week for approximately 1.5
hours a day to complete the Sole KIDs 5K.

Who's welcome: K-6th graders
Meetings: March 15th-May 12th, Monday
& Wednesday from 4:15-5:15
Location: Courtyard 
Click here to register!
Contact: angela.masters@forgeintl.org

The Sole KIDs
program is an 8-week
after-school running
program that takes 

                    We are so excited about our new      
                       Student Council led by the awesome

Jasmine Brooks. They represent the MYP by
building leadership skills, boosting school culture,

representing student body voices, and building our
MYP community by planning FUN events and

activities...BY the students FOR the students. If
your 6th-9th grade student is interested, have

them email jasmine.brooks@forgeintl.org! They
meet every first and third Monday of the month

from 12:50-1:20 in Room 144. 
We look forward to many exciting Student

Council-sponsored activities! 

Introducing: MYP Student Council!Introducing: MYP Student Council!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kyEOVeMkvsW62gfILKmbFnXvGWb3n0v0I6yHrR9e3F0/edit?usp=sharing
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/vpABLqzipEpFHTctL8_R9g~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjh8lsP0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPUdGRzlFQ1o2bUNjJm1hbD1lMGM0YjVkYjk1M2QxMzIzNmJiYmRjYmUxZDlkNGMxMzhiYzhlOTYzM2JjODk1ZGRlZjNjZGYxNTk1ZmQwOWI3VwdzY2hvb2xtQgphi-yVpmH0Dc4kUhxkYXJjaS5zdGVsem5lckBmb3JnZWludGwub3JnWAQAAAAB
https://solekids.org/forge-international/
mailto:angela.masters@forgeintl.org
mailto:jasmine.brooks@forgeintl.org

